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The NPHA Sierra Leone is a science-based government organization established to address public health concerns and ensure 

global health security compliance. This agency represents a crucial step towards a stronger and more resilient public health 

system in Sierra Leone 

Our Vision 

Is to become a leading public health centre of excellence, advancing health security throughout Sierra Leone 

Our Mission 

Is to protect the health of Sierra Leoneans through evidence-based, multidisciplinary approaches that predict, prevent, detect, 

and respond to public health threats and emergencies in a timely and effective manner 

Our Core Values: 

Ethics and integrity 

Transparency  

Accountability 

Equity  

Partnership  

Quality  

Productivity  

Innovation  

Gender equality 

 

The National Public Health Agency Sierra Leone (NPHA-SL)  

Launching 

 The Directorate of Health Security and Emergencies responsible for detection, 

and response to public health threats and emergencies has been transformed 

to a National Public Health Agency 

 On the 14th December 2024, HE the president of Sierra Leone Launched the 

National Public Health Agency (NPHA).  

 The NPHA being a semi-autonomous body is charged with the responsibility of 

ensuring that public health threats and emergencies  are respond to in a time-

WEEK 01:    1st — 7th January, 2024 



The Executive Director National Public Health Agency’s New year mes-

sage and words of inspiration to the management and staff of NPHA 



KEY SURVEILLANCE PRIORITY DISEASE AND 117 CALL CENTRE HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE WEEK  

 

 Anthrax: One (1) case of suspected Anthrax was reported 

from WAU district. The case was investigated and sample 

sent to the CPHRL for confirmation 

 Measles: Two (2) cases of measles were reported this week. All 

of the cases were under five years of age from Port Loko and WAU 

(1) each per district. The cases were investigated and samples sent 

to CPHRL for confirmatory shipment 

 Animal Bite (Dog): Twenty-four (24) Dog bite cases with one 

death were reported this week. The death was from WAU. Of the 

cases, two were under five years and twenty-two were above five 

years. The death was from WAU. The highest number of cases 

were from Bombali (5), WAU (4), Kambia (3) 

 Animal Bite (Snake): Eleven (11) Snake bite cases with two 

deaths were reported this week. The deaths were from Bombali 

and Pujehun districts. All of the cases were above five years of 

age. The highest number of cases were from Port Loko and 

Tonkolili (2)  each per district.    

 Maternal death: Four (4) maternal deaths were reported from 

Bo, Kailahun, Karene and Moyamba (1) each per district.    

 Yellow Fever : Five (5) suspected cases of Yellow Fever were 

reported this week. All of the cases were above five years of age 

and were  from Bonthe and WAU (2) each per districts, Kambia 

(1). The cases were investigated and samples sent to CPHRL for 

confirmation 

 Acute Viral Hemorrhagic Fever (AVHF):  One (1) case of suspect-

ed AVHF was reported this week from  Kenema district. The cases 

were investigated and samples sent to CPHRL for confirmation 

and all tested negative for AVHF. 

 Bacterial Meningitis: One (1) case of suspected Meningitis  

from WAU district. No sample was collected for laboratory 

confirmation 

                  117 Call Centre Highlights 

 Pneumonia:  Eight (8) calls related to Pneumonia were 

made this week countrywide. All of the cases were aged 

above five fears. Bo district reported (4) while WAU and 

WAR (2) each per district 

 Perinatal Deaths: Two (2) calls related to Perinatal 

deaths were made this week of which, stillbirth (1) and 

neonatal death (1) from WAU and Bo districts. 

 A  total of 9,067 calls were received and responded 

to, out of which 8,964 (98.9%) were prank calls and 

103 (1.1%) were signals 

 Out of the total signals received:  

 Death 94 (91.3%) 

 Health Emergencies 6 (5.8%): Dog Bite 1, 

Snake 1, & Requesting Ambulatory Service 4 

(RTA 3, Maternal Emergency 1) 

 Sick 1 (1.0%) 

 Referral Call 2 (1.9): Fire Accident 2 

For week 1 of 2024, 16 out of 16 districts achieved both the WHO and national  targets for timeliness and completeness  



       Updates from the samples of suspected cases reported for this week 

 Anthrax: A case of suspected Cutaneous Anthrax from WAU. Sample was collected and sent to CPHRL 

for confirmation. The result is pending  

 Measles: Two suspected cases of Measles this week. All samples collected and sent to the CPHRL. The 

TAT for measles in country is seven days. The results are pending 

 Yellow fever:  Five suspected cases of Yellow fever reported this. All samples collected and sent to 

CPHRL for confirmation and results are still pending. The turn around time (TAT) for yellow fever sam-

ples in country is seven days 

 Acute Viral Haemorrhagic Fever (AVHF):  One (1) case of suspected AVHF was reported this week. The 

sample was collected and sent to Kenema regional & Jui P3 Lab, sample later tested Negative for Lassa  

EVD & Marburg 

 Bacterial Meningitis:  One case of suspected bacterial Meningitis. No sample was collected for labora-

tory confirmation. There is a challenge with reagents for testing and expertise in  sample collection.  

For week one of 2024, a total of 95 call signals for sick and death were made of which 94 were related to deaths and one was for 

sick. The age groups of 36 –59 and above 60 had a higher proportion of death reported and the least was under fives. The sick 

reported was for the age group of 26-35years 



For week one of 2024, a total of 1,567 facilities reported countrywide using various means of reporting. Mobile SMS and mobile 

internet were used exclusively by four districts (Kailahun, Kambia, Port Loko and WAU). Only one district (WAR) used paper based 

reporting of which, 25/78 (32%) of the facilities reported using paper.  The country has moved from paper based reporting to 

electronic since 2018 

For week one of 2024, greater proportion of call signals were from WAU, closely followed by Bo and then WAR districts, 5/16 

(31%) districts made zero call.  



In comparison with week one of 2023, 2024 has report less maternal deaths for the same period. Four deaths were reported this 

week from four districts. Total reported death for the week is four. 

District Health Facility No. of Death 

Bo Bo Govt. hospital  1 

Kailahun Kailahun Govt. hospital 1 

Karene Kamakwie Wesleyan Hospiral 1 

Moyamba Bumpetoke (Kargboro) CHP 1 

Total 4 

In week of 2024, a total of four maternal deaths were reported from four districts. Of these deaths, three took place in hospitals 

and one at PHU. Maternal death at PHU level requires investigations especially with the delays and at what stage the delay took 

place 



Week one of 2024 has reported more dog bite cases including one death related to dog bite compared to 2023 same period. The 

highest number of cases were reported from Bombali district and the death was from WAU district. Total reported cases for the 

week is twenty-four 

 

Week one of 2024 has reported more snake bite cases including two death related to snake bite compared to 2023 same period. 

The highest number of cases were reported from Port Loko and Tonkolili districts and the deaths were from Bombali and Pujehun 

district. Total reported cases for the week is eleven 
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