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KEY SURVEILLANCE PRIORITY DISEASE AND 117 CALL CENTRE HIGHLIGHTS FOR THE WEEK  

 

 Anthrax: One (1) suspected Anthrax was reported from WAU. The case 

was above five years of age and sample was send to 34Military hospital 

laboratory for confirmation 

 Measles: Two (2) cases of suspected measles were reported this week. 

One was under five and one over five years, from Port Loko and Bombali  

districts sample was collected and sent to CPHRL for confirmation.  

 Animal Bite (Dog): Thirty-three (33) Dog bite cases with one death were 

reported this week. The death was from Karene district. Of the cases, 

seven were under five years and twenty-six were above five years. The 

highest number of cases were from  Kono (9),  Bombali (6) and Port Loko 

(4) districts. 

 Animal Bite (Snake): Twenty-one (21) Snake bite cases were reported 

this week. Of the cases, eight were under fives and thirteen were above 

five years of age. The highest number of cases were from Kono (9), with 

Bo and Tonkolili (3) each per district.     

 Maternal death: Seven (7) maternal deaths were reported this week 

from Pujehun and Tonkolili (2) each while Kailahun, Kono and WAU (1) 

each per district.    

 Acute Viral Hemorrhagic Fever (AVHF):  Seven (7) cases of suspected 

AVHFs were reported this week. All of the cases were above fives years 

from  Kenema district. The cases were investigated and samples sent to 

Kenema regional Lab. for confirmation. 

 Bacterial Meningitis: Two (2) cases of suspected Bacterial Menin-

gitis  were reported from WAU. No samples were collected  

                  117 Call Centre Highlights 

 Bloody Diarrhoea:  One (1) call related to 

Bloody Diarrhoea was made this week from Pu-

jehun district.  

 Perinatal Deaths: Ten (10) calls related to Peri-

natal deaths were made this week of which, 

stillbirth (2) and neonatal death (8) 

 Maternal death: Three (3) calls related to ma-

ternal deaths were made this week from Bo, 

Kenema and Pujehun districts 

 Yellow fever: One (1) call related to suspected 

yellow fever was mad from Kailahun this week 

 Measles:  One (1) call related to suspected 

Measles were made from Port Loko district this 

week. 

 A  total of 11,008 calls were received and re-

sponded to, out of which 10,883 (98.9%) were 

prank calls and 125 (1.1%) were signals 

 Out of the total signals received:  

 Death 107 (85.6%) 

 Health Emergencies 15  (12.0%): dog bite 5, 

snake bite 4, ambulatory service 6 

 Sick 3 (2.4%) 

For Week 5 of 2024, 15 out of 16 districts achieved both the WHO and national  targets for timelines and completeness while one achieved both 

targets for completeness but could not meet the national targets for timeliness  



       Updates from the samples of suspected cases reported for this week 

 Anthrax: One sample collected and sent to CPHRL for shipment. The sample tested negative for An-

thrax .   

 Acute Viral Haemorrhagic Fever (AVHF):   Seven Samples of suspected AVHF were sent to the Lab.  this 

week. The sample were collected and sent to Kenema regional Lab. All of the samples however tested 

Negative AVHFs 

 Bacterial Meningitis: Two cases of suspected bacterial meningitis were reported. No sample was col-

lected for bacterial meningitis confirmation 

  

For week five of 2024, a total of 110 call signals for sick and death were made of which 107 were related to deaths and 3 were 

for sick. The age groups of 36-59yrs had a higher proportion of death reported and the least was 26-35years. For the sick cases 

the age group of 0-5, 6-25 and 36-59 reported the same 



For week five of 2024, a total of 1,564 facilities reported countrywide using various means of reporting. Mobile SMS and mobile 

internet were used exclusively by four districts (Kailahun, Kambia and Port Loko ). Only one district (WAR) used paper based re-

porting of which, 19/72 (26%) of the facilities reported using paper.  The country has moved from paper based reporting to elec-

tronic since 2018 

For week five of 2024, greater proportion of call signals were from WAU and Bo districts, closely followed by WAR and Bombali 

then Kenema district, 2/16 (12.5%) of districts made zero call.  



In comparison with week five of 2023, 2024 has report less maternal deaths for the same period. Seven deaths were reported 

this week from five districts. One district (Kambia) has not reported any maternal death in the past five weeks. Total maternal 

deaths reported since the start of the year is thirty-three (33).  

In week Five of 2024, a total of seven maternal deaths were reported from five districts. All reported maternal deaths were from 

hospitals 

District Health Facility No. of Death 

Tonkolili Magburaka Govt. hospital  2 

Pujehun Pujehun Govt. Hospital 2 

WAU PCM Hospital 1 

Kailahun Kailahun Govt. Hospital 1 

Kono Koidu Govt. Hospital 1 

Total 7 



Week five of 2024 has reported more dog bite cases including one death related to dog bite compared to 2023 same period. The 

highest number of cases were reported from Bombali  Kono and Kailahun and Tonkolili districts and the death was from WAU dis-

trict. Total reported cases since the start of the year is 138.  

Week five of 2024 reported more snake bite cases compared to week five of 2023 and with five deaths related to snake bite. The 

deaths are from Pujehun, Port Loko, Bo, Tonkolili and Bombali districts. The highest number of cases were reported from Kono 

and Tonkolili districts. Total reported cases since the start of the year is fifty-six (56).  
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